
 
 

 

INCORPORATED AUGUST 10, 1887 

    TOWN OF LOS GATOS 

Civic Center 

110 E. Main Street 

Los Gatos, CA 95030 

  

 
  

Press Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE              
 
Date:  June 8, 2016 

 

For information contact: 

Laurel Prevetti, Town Manager 

Town of Los Gatos 

408.354.6832 

Manager@losgatosca.gov 

www.LosGatosCa.gov 

 
 

NEW HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR SELECTED IN LOS GATOS 
 

Los Gatos, CA – Laurel Prevetti, Town Manager, announced today the appointment of Lisa Velasco to the position 

of Human Resources Director for the Town of Los Gatos. Ms. Velasco has 24 years of human resources experience 

in the public and private sectors. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration from San Jose State 

University, and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from the University of San Francisco. Her employment 

with the Town starts on June 27, 2016.  

 

Currently, Ms. Velasco works as the Human Resources Manager for the City of Fremont where she oversees the 

benefit programs and in-house payroll processing for over 1,300 employees. She is also a key member of the 

management labor negotiations team. Prior to joining Fremont, Ms. Velasco worked for the City of Sunnyvale 

where she was responsible for managing employee health benefit programs, deferred compensation plans, and 

payroll processing. Some of her accomplishments include the design and implementation of an employee self-

service benefits module and electronic timesheets; audit procedures and payroll system modifications; and the 

successful transition of temporary employees from Social Security to the Public Agency Retirement System 

(PARS). All of these accomplishments resulted in staff and annual savings to the city. Other prior work experience 

includes working for the cities of Morgan Hill and Gilroy. 

 

The state-wide search was conducted by Avery & Associates. Top candidates were invited to participate in 

interviews with the Town Manager, Town staff, and external subject matter experts.  

 

Ms. Velasco will oversee all of the Human Resources functions for the Town, including benefit administration, 

recruitment, labor negotiations, training and development, and other related services.  

 

Ms. Prevetti stated, “We are excited to have Lisa join the Town. She will not only bring strong and diverse human 

resources experience, but also new ideas and perspective. Among her responsibilities, Lisa will play a key role in 

attracting, developing, and retaining a high quality work force who deliver excellent services to the residents and 

businesses of Los Gatos. The Town will truly benefit from a professional of her caliber.” When asked about joining 

the Town, Ms. Velasco responded, “I am honored and excited about this wonderful opportunity, and I am looking 

forward to joining and working with a team of dedicated professionals.”  

 

Ms. Velasco is active in a number of professional organizations, including the California Public Employers Labor 

Relations Association (CalPELRA), and the Northern California Chapter of the International Public Management 

Association (NCCIPMA). 
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